jg                    THE  CHANGING  FACE  OF  COMMUNISM
The Lenin-Stalin version of the philosophy of Communism was now
complete. They had produced a system of thought suited to Russian
conditions at the time, but very different from that laid down by Marx
and Engels. They had abandoned the old ideas of equality, freedom, the
withering away of the State and the necessity of an immediate world
revolution. In their place they had put an all-powerful monolithic state;
a highly stratified economic structure with vast gulfs between the rich
and the poor; and socialism in one country. They had created a system of
tremendous significance, but it had little relation to the concepts of the
founding fathers of Communism. It was indeed based on a materialism
altogether grimmer and starker than that of die Communist Manifesto and
Das Kapital Marx and Engels had at least been animated by a genuine
sympathy for the poor and the downtrodden. Stalin and his colleagues
cared only for the Revolution and die State and for 'progress* and for
themselves as cold-blooded priests of these abstractions. The national
income was all that mattered; the ordinary human being counted for
nothing.